
My Dear and Precious Parish Family,  

 

It is my honor and my privilege to introduce myself to all of you as your new associate pastor for our new 

parish. It will be my joy to work with Father Edmond as together we walk with all of you on our journey into 

the future and, even more importantly, on our pilgrim way to God’s Kingdom. 

 

I was born in 1958 and raised in Saint Thomas More Parish on the southwest side of Chicago. I have one 

brother, Herman, who is 16 years older than I am. He is married to my beautiful sister-in-law Mary, and 

they live in Lilly Lake, Illinois. I am truly blessed to have them, their wonderful dogs, and their cat in my life. 

Since my back surgery, they have also been providing a retirement home for my dog Penny. Because of my 

ongoing recovery and limited mobility, I am living in a small, slab ranch in Worth with my precious cat 

Sadie. I am able to drive and I can walk with the aid of a walker, so I will be commuting to and from our 

parish for Masses and meetings. I appreciate your understanding of my limitations, and I am so very glad 

to be able to continue in my priestly ministry. As I love to say, “I’m not done yet!” 

 

My father Herman passed away when I was 5 years old, so I was raised by my mother Adeline. I have in-

herited her sense of humor and her love for music. I am a “public”, a graduate of Charles Carroll Elemen-

tary and William J. Bogan High School. I entered the seminary after high school, and was given the oppor-

tunity to study as a Theodore J. Basselin scholar at the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. I 

was ordained in 1985 and have served as associate pastor at Saint Gall Parish, as a teacher at Quigley 

Preparatory Seminary, as associate pastor at Saint Mary Star of the Sea Parish, as pastor at Saint Turibius 

Parish, and I have been pastor at Saint Anne Parish for these past 11 years. We will get to know each 

other in the days to come, but in closing, I would like to share with you my “personal mission statement”, 

something that I wrote up many years ago as a result of my reading Steven Covey’s “Seven Habits of 

Highly Successful People”. I hope this will give you some insight as to who I am and how I pray I can con-

tinue to live my life well... 

 

God Is Love, and when we live in love we live in God, and God lives in us. And so, I shall love the Lord my 

God with all my heart, with all my soul, with all my mind, and with all my strength, and I shall show my love 

for God by the way I love and care for all of His people, the sheep of His flock! And so Father I bring you 

the very  gifts that you have given to me, and I ask you to make them Holy by the power of your Spirit that I 

may become what I have received in the Eucharist, the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. May all I 

say and do help to make His Kingdom come and help make His Will be done, here on earth as it is in 

heaven. Make each day of my life like a good roller coaster ride: some of it will be exciting, some of it will 

be scary, but when I get off at the end I should be totally exhilarated, looking forward to getting back on 

again another day for another ride. Life should not be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving 

safely in a pretty and well preserved body, but rather to skid in broadside in a cloud of smoke, thoroughly 

used up, totally worn out, and loudly proclaiming “Wow! What a Ride!” Amen! 

 

With my love and prayers, and in awe and wonder of the power of God’s Love and His Divine Mercy which 

are always at work in our lives and in our world, your friend and brother, 

 

Father Ralph 


